[Vertebrectomy in treating fracture-dislocation of the spine with paraplegia].
From April 1980 to August 1984, 11 cases of fracture--dislocation of spine at the level of T-11 to L-2 with obvious kyphosis at the site of displacement, with paraplegia, were treated by vertebrectomy through posterior median approach. The operations were performed 2 to 28 weeks, averaging 8 weeks, after injury. 5 of the 9 patients who had complete paraplegia suffered also causalgia in both legs. The other 2 had incomplete paraplegia only. Follow-up study, 4 years and 5 months post-operation on average, revealed complete reduction of the fracture-dislocation in 10 patients and incomplete in one, getting solid bony union in all. Concerning the neurological findings of the 9 complete paraplegic patients, 5, who had suffered from causalgia got varying degree of relief, 5 regained sensation of pain in region 2 segments lower, of the 2 incomplete paraplegic patients, 1 regained sensation of pain in both legs and muscular power of degree 4 in both thighs, so that walking became possible, while the another one fell into complete paraplegia, because of compression of the cord at T-10 happened during operation and showed no signs of recovery afterward.